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It is indeed a small world.   My connections with 
Beatitudes Parish began before my priesthood.   
Some things in life that do not seem to be relat-
ed are interconnected in the plan of God. I will 
speak about three things: my relationships with 

the first two pastors of Beatitudes of Our Lord and the Sacra-
ment of Baptism. 
     Msgr. Matthew Marron was the administrator at St. Brigid 
Parish where I grew up. I was one of his altar servers from the 
mid 50’s until he was assigned to Beatitudes of Our Lord in 1964 
as founding Pastor. When I needed a letter of recommendation 
to the Seminary in 1961, Msgr. Marron gladly wrote this letter.  
In the summer of 1964, my third year in the Seminary, I came 
out to visit Msgr. Marron. The rectory at that time was directly 
across from what we know now as Marron Hall. As we walked 
across the street all I saw was a big empty lot. Msgr. Marron 
pointed out where the school would be and the church and the 

convent (which we know today as the Ministry 
Center).  
     When I was approaching my ordination date 
in 1969 I was wondering who would preach at 
my first Mass.  I called on my friend Msgr.  
Marron and he gladly accepted. In 1992, I con-
celebrated during Msgr. Marron’s funeral mass 

in the new church. Another connection between Msgr. Marron 
and I is that we were both 
Pastors at Beatitudes of 
Our Lord and this was our 

first and only Pastorates.   
     The second Pastor Father Jim Williams and I have a connec-
tion also. We were both ordained in 1969. Fr. Jim was ordained 
in Ireland and I was ordained in Los Angeles. We also worked 
together in the late 70’s at St. Robert Bellarmine Parish in Bur-
bank as Associate Pastors. Father Jim, while he was serving at 
Beatitudes of Our Lord, was my mentor in obtaining my Master’s 
Degree in Psychology. 
     Furthermore, I have a baptism connection with the parish 
that dates back to 1965. As a fourth year seminarian, I was a 
godfather for one of my classmates from Loyola High School. 
This baptism took place in the parish rectory because there was 
no church. Later I returned in 1969 as a newly ordained priest.   
My classmate had another son, and this time I baptized his son 
in the parish church, which we now know as Marron Hall.  
     Since my appointment in 1998 here at Beatitudes of Our Lord, 
I have baptized many children and adults. Baptism for me is the 
beginning of a journey with Our Lord for the rest of our lives. My 
predecessors both Msgr. Mathew Marron and Father Jim Wil-
liams were men of faith. They planted the seed of faith, watered 
it, and called forth the baptized children of God to participate in 
growing  the faith. The people responded and made Beatitudes 
of Our Lord a vibrant witness to Our Lord during these past 50 
years. May we as a community of faith continue in the direction 

of those who have gone before us.  
     Thank you one and all for your generous 
and ongoing support in furthering our baptis-
mal commitment of service to the Lord. 

8th Grade Gradua on 2014 
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